
Debating the Dasam Granth: Aar Religions in
Translation
In the realm of religious studies, few texts have sparked as much debate
and controversy as the Dasam Granth. This enigmatic and multifaceted
scripture, attributed to the tenth Sikh Guru, Guru Gobind Singh, is a
complex tapestry of poetic and philosophical writings that has ignited
discussions on everything from its authorship to its theological significance.
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At the heart of these debates lies the question of translation. The Dasam
Granth, originally composed in Braj Bhasha, a medieval dialect of Hindi,
has been translated into numerous languages, each with its own nuances
and interpretations. These translations have played a pivotal role in
shaping our understanding of the text and its place within the Sikh tradition.

In "Debating the Dasam Granth: Aar Religions in Translation," Dr. Harjot
Oberoi and Dr. Nikky-Guninder Kaur Singh present a groundbreaking
exploration of the Dasam Granth's translational journey. Through a
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meticulous examination of various English translations, they unravel the
complexities of translating religious texts and the ways in which these
translations have influenced our perception of the Dasam Granth.

Historical and Linguistic Contexts

The Dasam Granth was composed in the late 17th and early 18th
centuries, a tumultuous period in Indian history marked by religious and
political upheavals. Guru Gobind Singh, a charismatic and visionary leader,
sought to revitalize the Sikh faith and forge a distinct Sikh identity. The
Dasam Granth, in many ways, reflects these historical and cultural
circumstances.

Written in a highly stylized and allusive language, the Dasam Granth draws
upon a vast reservoir of literary and religious traditions. Its verses are
replete with metaphors, similes, and allusions to Hindu, Muslim, and Sikh
texts. This linguistic complexity has posed significant challenges for
translators, who must grapple with the nuances of the original language
while conveying its meaning to a contemporary audience.

Theological Interpretations

Beyond its linguistic complexities, the Dasam Granth has also sparked
controversies over its theological interpretations. Some scholars have
argued that the text contains elements of monotheism, while others have
emphasized its pluralistic and inclusive nature. These debates have been
further fueled by the different ways in which the Dasam Granth has been
translated and interpreted in various languages.

In their book, Oberoi and Singh demonstrate how English translations of
the Dasam Granth have influenced our understanding of its theological



message. They argue that these translations have often been shaped by
the translators' own religious and cultural biases, leading to divergent
interpretations of the text's core teachings.

Cultural and Political Influences

The translation of the Dasam Granth has also been influenced by cultural
and political factors. In the 19th century, British colonial officials
commissioned English translations of the text as part of their efforts to
understand and control the Sikh community. These translations were often
used to justify colonial policies and to portray Sikhism in a particular light.

In the post-colonial era, the Dasam Granth has continued to be a source of
debate and discussion, both within the Sikh comunidade and beyond.
Different translations have been used to support different political and
religious agendas, highlighting the ways in which religious texts can be
manipulated for political purposes.

"Debating the Dasam Granth: Aar Religions in Translation" is a timely and
thought-provoking contribution to the study of Sikhism and the broader field
of religious studies. Through a rigorous analysis of various English
translations, Dr. Harjot Oberoi and Dr. Nikky-Guninder Kaur Singh provide
a fresh perspective on the Dasam Granth and its enduring relevance.

This book is essential reading for anyone interested in the history,
language, and theology of Sikhism. It is also a valuable resource for
scholars of translation studies, religious studies, and cultural history.
"Debating the Dasam Granth: Aar Religions in Translation" challenges us to
think critically about the ways in which religious texts are translated,



interpreted, and used, and it invites us to engage with the complexities of
religious diversity and the power of words.
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