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What is IBS?

Irritable bowel syndrome (IBS) is a common condition that affects millions
of people worldwide. Symptoms can include abdominal pain, bloating, gas,
constipation, and diarrhea. IBS is not a serious condition, but it can be
uncomfortable and embarrassing.

What causes IBS?

The exact cause of IBS is unknown, but it is thought to be related to a
combination of factors, including:

* Food sensitivities * Stress * Hormones * Gut bacteria
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How is IBS diagnosed?

IBS is diagnosed based on a patient's symptoms. There is no specific test
for IBS.

How is IBS treated?

There is no cure for IBS, but it can be managed by following a special diet
called the low-FODMAP diet. The low-FODMAP diet is a restrictive diet that
eliminates foods that are high in FODMAPs. FODMAPSs are a type of
carbohydrate that can be difficult to digest.
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What are the benefits of the low-FODMAP diet?

The low-FODMAP diet can help to reduce IBS symptoms, such as:
* Abdominal pain * Bloating * Gas * Constipation * Diarrhea

The low-FODMAP diet is not a long-term solution for IBS, but it can help to
improve symptoms and quality of life.
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What foods are high in FODMAPs?

FODMAPs are found in a variety of foods, including:

* Fruits: apples, pears, cherries, mangoes, peaches * Vegetables: onions,
garlic, broccoli, cauliflower, Brussels sprouts * Grains: wheat, rye, barley *
Dairy products: milk, yogurt, cheese * Legumes: beans, lentils, chickpeas

What foods are low in FODMAPs?
Low-FODMAP foods include:

* Fruits: bananas, blueberries, strawberries, raspberries, pineapple *
Vegetables: carrots, celery, cucumbers, potatoes, zucchini * Grains: rice,
quinoa, oats * Dairy products: lactose-free milk, yogurt, cheese * Legumes:
tofu, tempeh

How do | start the low-FODMAP diet?

The low-FODMAP diet is a restrictive diet, so it is important to talk to a
doctor or dietitian before starting. The diet is divided into three phases:

“ Phase 1: Elimination - This phase lasts for 4-6 weeks and involves
eliminating all high-FODMAP foods from your diet. * Phase 2: Re - This
phase lasts for 8-12 weeks and involves gradually reintroducing high-
FODMAP foods into your diet. * Phase 3: Maintenance - This phase is
long-term and involves avoiding foods that trigger your IBS symptoms.

What are the challenges of the low-FODMAP diet?

The low-FODMAP diet can be challenging to follow, especially at first.
Some of the challenges include:



* The diet is restrictive. * It can be difficult to find low-FODMAP foods at
restaurants. * It can be expensive to buy low-FODMAP foods.

Is the low-FODMAP diet worth it?

The low-FODMAP diet can be a helpful tool for managing IBS symptoms.
However, it is important to weigh the benefits of the diet against the
challenges. If you are considering trying the low-FODMAP diet, talk to your
doctor or dietitian.

IBS is a common condition that can be managed by following a special diet
called the low-FODMAP diet. The low-FODMAP diet can help to reduce
IBS symptoms, such as abdominal pain, bloating, gas, constipation, and
diarrhea. The diet is restrictive, but it can be helpful for improving
symptoms and quality of life.
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